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though I understand that even when it was put up, some of the
citizens keenly felt the indignity. Recently the Lahore Munici-
pality passed a resolution by a majority vote ordering removal
of the statue to the Town Hall building pending final disposal.
The resolution was sent in due course to the Government as all
resolutions are. Three or four days after, an engineer was sent
by the Municipality to see how the statue could be removed.
Without any notice to the Municipality, the Deputy Commissioner
sent a party of police to turn away the engineer and his men.
And when the Municipality wanted to know why and how this
undue interference took place, the Commissioner issued the follow-
ing order1. . ,
It is clear that the Deputy Commissioner was guilty of assault
in having sent the police to turn out the engineer who was doing
his legal duty. The Commissioner's order is an illustration of the
meaning of the pen. The Commissioner's pen is just as much an
outrage as the Deputy Commissioner's sword. The Commissioner,
because he has the sword, has arrogated to himself judicial powers
which do not belong to him. Whether the Municipality has or has
not the power to dispose of its own property is purely for a court
of law to decide. And what right has the Commissioner to impute
malice to the Municipality? The fact is that the Commissioner
cannot tolerate the disappearance from a fashionable quarter of
Lahore of the spirit that the statue represents. So he has not
hesitated to dictate the law to the Municipality.
Thus what was but an ordinary incident in the affairs of a
Municipality which has responded to the new awakening has be-
come a matter of the highest public importance. The citizens, the
ratepayers of Lahore must by public meetings support the councillors
who have been instrumental in passing the resolution. The coun-
cillors must take prompt action and give notice, if they have not
already done so, that unless Government show good reason to the
contrary, the Municipality must do its duty and remove the
statue.
The Commissioner has unintentionally given a golden oppor-
tunity to the civil resisters of Lahore to try civil resistance in the
cleanest and the most intensive manner. If the Government defy
the Municipality and use its brute force to prevent removal of the
statue, the civil resisters can, after due notice to the Government,
proceed to the site with the intention of removing the statue and
1 Not reproduced here; it suspended the execution of the Municipality's
resolution.